
CNY OF LOWELL. MA"SSACHUSETTS

BOARD OF HEALTH

June 6,2018

A meeting of the Lowell Board of Health was held on Wednesday June 6, 2018 in the Mayor's Reception Room, City
Hall' 375 Merrimack St., Lowell, MA 01852. Chairwoman Jo-Ann Keegan called the meeting to order at 6:06 PM.

Present:
Jo-Ann Keegan, R.N., M.S.N., Chairperson
John Donovan, D.C., Board Member
Kerry Hall, M.Ed., Board Member
William Galvin, M.D., Board Member

61612018 - Minutes

1. New Business

1.f . For Acceptance: Minutes Of The July 17,2013 Executive Session Of The Lowell Board Of Health

Motion: To approve for release the minutes of the July 17,2013 Executive Sssion of the Lowell Board of Health as the
purpose for the Executive Session has ceased made by William Galvin, seconded by John Donovan. All in favor.

1.1.i. For Acceptance: Minutes Of The May 2,2018 Meeting Of The Board Of Health.
Motion: to approve and accept the minutes of the May 2,2018 meeting of the Board of Health as conected made by John
Donovan, seconded by William Galvin. All in favor.

1.11. For Review: Application For 2018 Beach Permit For The Rynne Beach Submitted By Peter Faticanti, Program Director,
Recreation Department.

The Board inquired about lifeguards and staffing of the Spray Parks.

Motion: To approve the 2018 Beach Permit application as submitted by Peter Faticanti, Program Director, Recreation
Department made by William Galvin, seconded by John Donovan. All in favor.

1.lll. Tobacco Control Monthly Report Submifted By Cesar Pungirum, Program Director.
The Board accepted and placed on file.

1.|V. For Review: Monthly Development Services Report Submitted By Donald Murphy, Sanitary Code Inspector.

Sanitary Code Inspector Donald Murphy reviewed the reports with the Board. Inspector Murphy informed the Board that
Arthu/s Paradise Diner has not been able to complete the requested cleaning due to rain preventing use of the lift.
Discussion on the needed cleaning occuned.

Motion: The establishment will have until the July 18, 2018 meeting to clean the area with the grease dropping into the river
made by William Galvin, seconded by Kerry Hall. All in favor.

The Board requested that Inspector Murphy let the owner know that the Board is supportive of the proposed mushroom cap
vent if he decides to pursue it with the Historic Board.

Motion: To revise the date the cleaning needs to be completed by July 11,2018 made by William Galvin, seconded by Kerry
Hall. All in favor.



The Board requests that Steve Stowell, Historic Board Administrator, attend the July 18, 2018 if the issue is not resolved by

July 11,2018.

The Board had no further questions.

1.V. For Review: Trinity EMS, Inc Reports.
Discussion occured regarding the day of the month section of the overdose report. The Board accepted and placed on file.

1.V;. lnformational: Lowell Sun Article: "Lowell Officials: Fentanyl Turning Up In Cocaine" By Aaron Curtis. Published 5.22.18

The Board accepted and placed on file.

1.Vll. Informational: Lowell Health Department Substance Abuse & Prevention Division
The Board inquired as to the locations the flyers are distributed. Health Director Kerran Vigroux informed the Board that the
goal is to target known drug users. The Board accepted and placed on file.

1.Vlll. For Review And Signature: Syringe Services Program

Health and Human Services Director Kerran Vigroux explained the proposed program parameters and funding to the Board

and the need for a vote to proceed. The draft letter of support (handout) was reviewed. The Board requested to receive

reports on the progress of the program. Ms. Vigroux will give updates to the Board.

Motion: To approve Health and Human Services Director Kerran Vigroux to sign the lefter of support to the Department of
Public Health regarding the Syringe Services Program made by William Galvin, seconded by Kerry Hall.

Vote:

Kerry Hall - yes

John Donovan - yes

William Galvin - yes

Jo-Ann Keegan - yes

Lisa Golden - absent

Ms. Vigroux also updated the Board on the status of the used syringe pickup by City employees. Trinity EMS, Inc. has agreed

to take the calls atihis time. A follow-up meeting is scheduled for June 14,2018 to discuss outreach on what to do if a dirty

needle is found. The Board suppors the City coming up with an alternative solution to Trinity EMS, Inc. picking up the used

needles.

1.1X. Communication: Central Massachusetts Mosquito Control Project Re: Upcoming Mosquito Spraying Schedule.
The Board accepted and placed on file.

'l .X. For Review & Signature: Consulting Physician Contract Between The City Of Lowell And Dr. Peter Connolly, MD

Board Member William Galvin inquired if the Health Department Public Health Nurses were satisfied with Dr. Connolly's
services. Ms. Vigroux indicated that they were satisfied.

Motion: to approve and sign the contract made by John Donovan, seconded by William Galvin. All in favor.

1.X|. Informational: Department Of Public Works Commissioner James Donison
DPW Commissioner Jim Donison was present and introduced himself to the Board.

2. Old Business

2.1. Update: Lowell Public School Repairs

Commissioner Donison spoke to the Board regarding on-going public school repairs and the status of the RFP for the Lowell
High School's roof repairs.

Prioritizing the list of repairs was discussed and the possibility of using the City's MUNIS program for work orders. Carbon
dioxide levels in Lowell High School were discussed. Ms. Vigroux will forward the DPH Air Quality Report to Mr. Donison.
Discussion about the carpet removal and rechecking the CO2 levels occuned as well as the cleaning of the venting system.
Board Member Kerry Hall requested that Mr. Donison check the outside faucet near the Pyne Arts gymnasium be repairs as it
is leaking.



Ms. Laura Ortiz addressed the Board regarding the heating units at Lowell High School and asked if the gas leak had been
repairs. Mr. Donison addressed her concerns. Ms. Ortiz also asked about the reported ages of overdose patients on the
Trinity Overdose and Hometown report and was informed those overdoses were hot neceisarliy from an o|:ioiO.

3. Director's Report

3.1. Status Update: Service Zone Plan Review
The Board had no questions.

3.11. Update: Divisional And Department Reports And Updates.

Board Member Hall asked HHS Director Vigroux about the School Nurses and if there is an exit interview conducted when
they left employment and if one could be done. Ms. Vigroux indicated that the Nurse Managers are usually aware of what is
going on. Salaries for the School Nurses was discussed.

Motion: to adjourn made at 7:32PM by John Donovan, seconded by Kerry Hall. All in favor.

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE CITY OF LOWELL BOARD OF HEALTH WILL BE HELD
ON ruLY 18,2018 AI6:00 PM IN THE MAYOR'S RECEPTION ROOM.



The City of Lowell ' Health Department
34L Pine Street ' Lowell, MA 01851

P: 978.674.4010' F: 978.970.4011

www.LowellMA.gov

Kerran Vigroux, BS, MPH
Director of Health I Human Sentices

978.674.7050
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iJune 13,2018

Kevin Cranston
Director, Bureau of Infectious Disease and Laboratory Sciences
Massachusetts Deoaftment of Public Health
305 South Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

Dear Mr. Cranston,

I am pleased to inform you that the City of Lowell, MA Board of Health took a vote on
June 6, 2018 to allow a qualified and appropriate organization to operate a Syringe
Seruices Program in the City of Lowell. Attached, you will find the minutes from that
meeting to reflect the vote. I look fonarard to sharing fufther guidance with the
members of the Board of Health as to how MDPH will move to establish a program in
Lowell.

Please contact me with questions and process information. I can be reached at
(978) 674-t050 and kvigroux@lowellma.gov

Thank you for your support to our community.

Sincerely,

Kerran Vigroux, BS, MPH
Director of Health and Human Seruices

rhe City ofLowELL Atiae. unique. rnspiring.


